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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MAY 13, 2020 
OYSTER BAY, NEW YORK 
 

PLANTING FIELDS FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES  
THE WEST PORTICO OF COE HALL WILL REOPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON JUNE 4 

 
Oyster Bay, New York – May 13 – Planting Fields Foundation (“Planting Fields” or “the Foundation”) is pleased to 
announce today that after two years of closure and eight months of restoration work the West Portico of Coe Hall will 
reopen to the public on Friday, June 4 following a ribbon cutting and reception from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  Remarks will 
be given by Planting Fields Foundation’s Executive Director Gina J. Wouters and Planting Fields Foundation Trustee 
Robert Foschi who will be joined by leadership from the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation including Commissioner Erik Kulleseid, Deputy Commissioner for Historic Preservation Daniel MacKay, 
George Gorman, Regional Director, and Vincent Simeone, Director, Planting Fields Arboretum.  
 
Thanks to a grant from the Environmental Protection Fund Program for Parks, Preservation and Heritage (EPF), the 
Foundation, in partnership with New York State, has completed the restoration work needed to return architectural 
integrity, safety, and stability to the West Portico where visitors can once again experience the harmony between the 
Gilded Age home, built by W.R. and Mai Coe, and the surrounding Olmsted Brothers landscape. The restoration work 
focused on two major structural deficiencies that resulted from years of water damage.  Led by a team of historic 
restoration specialists, the terracotta tile on the terrace above the West Portico was completely replaced and 
waterproofed. The loose and damaged stones from the West Portico’s walls, were removed, cleaned, repaired, and then 
reset back in place. The “Dutchman” repair technique allowed the team to patch the damaged areas of the columns 
while preserving a maximum of original building material.  Replacement stones were hand tooled to match the markings 
of the original stone which will match seamlessly over time.   
 
Program Schedule: 
11:00 – 11:15 AM Check-in 
11:15 – 11:30 AM Welcome  
11:30 AM Ribbon Cutting 
11:45 AM Refreshments 
12:00 – 2:00 PM West Portico Tours 
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The event is open to the public, with limited capacity, and advanced reservations are required. Guests may register at 
www.plantingfields.org. In accordance with NY State Covid-19 safety guidelines, masks will be required. Upon arrival, 
guests may park in the visitor parking lot and proceed to the front door of Coe Hall for check in.  

Please contact Doris Del Valle, Fundraising and Events Manager, at ddelvalle@plantingfields.org or 516-922-8672 for 
additional information.  

 
About Planting Fields Foundation 
Planting Fields Foundation strives to preserve and make relevant to all audiences the heritage of Planting Fields, an early 
20th century 409-acre estate, designed as an integrated composition of the built and natural world.  Founded in 1952 by 
William R. Coe, the Foundation is a not-for-profit public educational foundation chartered by the New York State Board  
of Regents and tax exempt under the status of a 501(c)(3) organization. Located in Oyster Bay, New York and originally 
landscaped by the Olmsted Brothers of Brookline, Massachusetts, the grounds feature 409 acres of greenhouses, rolling 
lawns, formal gardens, woodland paths, and outstanding plant collections.  The original historic estate buildings remain 
intact including Coe Hall, a 65-room Tudor Revival mansion designed by Walker & Gillette.  The interior of the house is a 
showcase of artistry and craftsmanship and features a distinctly American aesthetic through original ironwork 
commissions by Samuel Yellin and murals painted by artists Robert Winthrop Chanler and Everett Shinn.  Planting Fields 
is included in the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
To learn more about Planting Fields Foundation, please visit our website at www.plantingfields.org.  
 
CONTACT:  
Winn Keaten  
Director of Marketing and Communications  
wkeaten@plantingfields.org  
O: 516.922.8678 
M: 917.622.7241 
 


